
Executive Summary 
The business for which I created my VBA tool (Auction Information Tool) is a real estate business which 

attempts to buy foreclosed properties at Utah auctions.  There are 4 or 5 law firms which specialize in 

these foreclosure auctions.  Each law firm posts information on a separate site. Information is updated 

daily so it is important to go through the sites daily if you do not want to miss potential deals.  Usually it 

takes about 30 to 45 minutes to comb through the sites to get a good sense of what is going on in the 

market. This tool pulls the data from the sites into one excel document, saving considerable time.  The 

tool further allows you to quickly search on Zillow for a “Market Estimate” of the house so that you can 

get a sense of how good of a deal the property might be. From there the analyst must do additional 

research.  

 

Implementation 
This implementation section highlights the inner workings of the tool. It 

starts with two buttons in the ribbon that were added to make the tool 

work. The document will explain what happens when each button is 

pushed.  

 

Process 1: Retrieve Foreclosure Data   
 

In the ribbon under the “Real Estate” tab there is a button titled Retrieve Foreclosure Data.  The title of 

the button says exactly what it does.  From here the code reaches into three different websites and 

organizes it into the “DataPull” tab. Within the code there are the following nuances: 

 

 Generally the data pulled from each website was the same, but there were some exceptions.  

For example, the first website is organized in such a way that it was difficult to get the Auction 

Date. Thus, “Check Site” is 

used as a proxy to instruct 

the user to go to the site to 

check the date. Also, N/A is 

used for the second two 

sites in the courthouse and 

owner fields because the 

data is not available. 

 For each website, there was 

a significant amount of 

cleaning the data to get 

additional HTML code out. 

(See Figure 2) 

 Each website runs on a 

series of loops to a certain 

Figure 2 
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number.  The number of loops chosen is based my expert judgement. (Also see Figure 2, start of 

For...Next)  

 Note that there is some code that is not finished.  This was the fourth site that I could not get 

into.  There was a button that I had to push to get to the HTML data, I could not get this to work.  

I will likely come in and see if I can get some assistance. Changing the URL did not help in this 

case either. 

 

Process 2: Get Zestimate 
 

The second button in the “Real Estate” tab is Get Zestimate.  Again, the title is very descriptive. 

Essentially this looks up a property estimate on Zillow.com and allows you to record it for the requested 

property. To request a properties “Zestimate”, simply select a cell in the row of the desired property and 

click “Get Zestimate”.  This will open Zillow.com and allow you to see the Zestimate if it is available.  The 

user will then be prompted to enter the dollar amount of the Zestimate in a user form.  Once the user 

clicks “Record Zestimate” in the user form the information goes two places: 

 First, the dollar amount put into the user form is put in the far right column of the selected 

row.  This signals to the user that the Zestimate has already been requested.  The code also 

recognizes if there is a value there.  If there is, the code knows that a Zestimate has been 

previously identified. The user is notified of this and the code exits 

 Second, all of the information on the selected row, including the Zestimate, is copied into the 

“Inputs” tab.  This allows you to quickly look back at the properties he/she is interested in so 

that they don’t have to filter through all the data they are not interested in.  

Conceptual Issues 
 As mentioned earlier, one of the foreclosure websites have a button that you had to “push” 

before getting to the data. I could not get the code to work in this case, so I left it out. 

 The HTML for Zillow.com was extremely complex.  Originally I wanted to pull the data right out 

of the HTML but I had to create a work around.  But this allowed me to work with user forms so 

it was a good learning experience.  

o To work around this issue I used the Zillow.com URL. The URL contains the property 

address.  This allowed me to retrieve the address from the original data, insert a “-“ in 

the place of each space, insert it into the URL, and retrieve the information manually. 

 One issue is data integrity. Sometimes the address from the foreclosure website is incorrect. In 

this case, Zillow.com does not return a Zestimate.  In these situations, the user can enter a “0” in 

the user form so that he/she knows that they have requested a Zestimate.  

 At the end of the code for “Get Zestimate”, there is a blank message box that appears. I have 

not been able to get rid of it. 

 I tried as best I could to implement as many things from class as possible to reinforce what I 

have learned through the semester.   

 

 Assistance 
No “human” assistance was used during this project.  However, Google was often consulted. 


