Using Excel as a Music Player

Executive Summary

For my project I used Excel to find .mp3 files within a directory the user specifies, then list them in a spreadsheet
with each path listed as a link. The application recursively searches the directory supplied, then stores the path of
each file in a collection which is later used in a loop to print out the results. When clicked, the files will open and
play in the default media player.

Implementation
It is pretty simple, really; there is a button on Sheet 1 of the workbook entitled "List .mp3 files" (figure 1).
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Figure 1

After clicking the button, the Windows Explorer opens and the user then must select the directory to be searched
(figure 2).

= e am o Y, || Tem T £ Auwn
n & &5 = =] | SwepTe General ljﬁl ?;ﬂ ;_1 & EP‘ H_ B
-|[E || S A |E = =[] =m & Center~ | | $ - % » |[%2 08| | Conditional Format  Cell Insert Delete Format
)l a- | | gj G l |[768 28] Formatting ~ as Table - Styles - @ - - (7 Clear~
(el — 1 [n_;' Browse o B L
QE @ % )/ » Computer » [ #2] [ Search Computer 2]
c D ~ |
Organize v B~ @
i Dropb: - 5 !
= 1opoox 4 Hard Disk Drives (3)
p3 files 1= Recent Places §
Local Disk (C:) ~»  OneTouchd Plus (K:)
> _ J H J
= Libraries 402 GB free of 596 GB 450 GB free of 698 GB
i Documents g Pteradactyl (P:)
Music o |
& Pictures S0 556 G frez of 031 GB
Videos =| 4 Devices with Removable Storage (1
g
S &
#d) Homegroup 3 DVD RW Drive (0)
18 Computer
&, Local Disk (C)
&3 DVD RW Drive (D
i by
Folder name: DWD RW Drive (Dt}
Figure 2

After selecting the desired folder, then clicking "ok" the application will list all the .mp3 files inside that folder on
Sheet2 of the workbook (figure 3).



T Ik VBA project - Microsoft Excel

S

(&5

Home Insert Page Layout Formulas Data Review View Developer

d §||@/v| S Wrap Text General - i_é'l %

= J |B I U-| =||i= i5|| mEMerge s Center - | | § - %+ [[%] 5% Igoorr:ndaig?nngal' il
Clipboard ™ Font L] Alignment IF] Mumber F] Styles
G13 - @ k|
A B C D
P:A\Music\01 All At Once.mp3
P:\Music\04 Back at One.mp3
P:\Music\04 Violin Concerto {'La Primavera', The Four Seasons) for violin, strings & continuo in E ("Il cimento' No. 1}, Op.8-1, RV
P:\Music\05 I'm a Believer.mp3
P:\Music\05 October.mp3
P:\Music\1-02 No Woman, No Cry (Live Version).mp3
P:\Music\15 Violin Concerto {'L'inverno', The Four Seasons), for violin, strings & continuo in F minor {'ll cimenta' No. 4} Op. 8-4,
P:\Music\Bob Marley no woman, no cry.mp3
P:A\Music\Clairedelune.mp3
P:A\Music\Clairedelunel.mp3
P:\Music\FurElisel.mp3
P:\Music\Largo.mp3
P:\Music\LondonderryAir.mp3
P:\Music\raindropPrelude.mp3
P:\Music\reverie.mp3
P:\Music\Reveriel.mp3
P:\Music\reverie2.mp3
18 |P:\Music\unknown.mp3
19 |P:\Music\3 Doors Down'\3 Doors Down\01 - Train.mp3
20 | P:\Music\AC-DC\Back in Black\06 Back in Black.mp3
21 |P:\Music\Amazon MP3\Ben Harper\Fight For Your Mind\03 - Another Lonely Day.mp3
22 | P:\Music\Amazon MP3\Extreme\The Best Of Extreme - An Accidental Collision Of Atoms\08 - More Than Words.mp3

23 |P:\Music\Amazon MP3\Guns N' Roses\Appetite For Destruction [Explicit]\09 - Sweet Child ' Mine.mp3
2A | DA RMcicl Arnazan MDA Micrhaal Giarchina\ Star Tralhnl - Star Trak mn2
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Figure 3

That's all there really is, no frills, just good clean fun.

Learning and difficulties

This project was scaled down significantly in its scope, partly due to time constraints and the difficulty of the
original proposed project. I found some helpful tutorials online on recursion through the directory structure, and
several different methods of doing it, but none of them were exactly what I wanted. I ended up modifying an
approach using the FileSystemObject, but even then the results were a bit messy to work with and it took some
fiddling with to get it to store the results in a collection correctly.

In the future I plan to expand the functionality of this project to include the ability to compare the list of files to
online wish lists, such as amazon.com mp3 downloads and Pandora radio bookmarked songs.



