
Executive Summary 

Problem 

One evening, several months ago, my grandparents called me and asked me to help them 

configure the new computer they had recently purchased.  I was surprised when they asked me to 

show them how to turn the computer on.  Upon learning this, I felt that further inquisition into 

the extent of their computer skills was needed.  I discovered, much to my chagrin, that they had 

purchased the computer in order to do their genealogy, but they had no idea how to do a simple 

internet search.  As I continued to talk with them about their experience and that of their friends, 

I realized that there is large market that desires to do genealogical research but lacks the 

technical skill to do so.   

Solution 

In order to solve this problem I decided to create a spreadsheet that even the most computer-

illiterate could use.  This spreadsheet was built with simplicity and ease of use being the chief 

design characteristics.  It allows the user to type their name and download their family history 

into excel with the push of a button. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Write Up 

 

 Note to Professor Allen: This project is for a B in the class.  I came into your office and 

explained my situation to you, and you said that as long as I wrote a program that took 

information that the user enters into excel and goes on the internet and uses that data to pull 

relevant information back into excel then you would be very comfortable giving me a “B”.  

 

 In the church there are many people who have been strongly touched by the “Spirit of 

Elijah” and desire to do their genealogy.  The internet is a wonderful tool that greatly facilitates 

this important work.  Unfortunately, the people who are often most interested in genealogy are 

the people who are least adept at using the internet.   



I solved this problem by creating an excel workbook that the technically incompetent can use. 

As can be seen above, all this spreadsheet requires the user to do is enter their family name and 

push a button.  I automated it so that when the user clicks this button, excel pulls their family 

data from a genealogy website and puts it in a new worksheet.  



 

 Not only will this help those who desire to do their genealogy and lack the technical skills to use 

the internet, but also it will make genealogy more accessible to those who are kept from doing it 

due to the time commitment usually required to search for family names.  If the time and 

technical barriers can be mitigated, I believe more people will enter the „genealogy market‟. 

This project presented some technical difficulties, many of which were centered on the issue of 

working with the church‟s genealogy website.   



The first thing I had to do get Excel to automate a login:

 

I accomplished this by adapting the parsing agent to this particular website: 

 

I then had to figure out how to take the information that the user entered into excel and make that 

interact with the website: 



 

I accomplished this by once again adapting the agent, through trial and error to this website: 

 

 

After this it was simply a matter to of parsing the correct fields and importing them into Excel.  

While this does not sound like a tall order, this is actually the step that took the most time.  One 

of the problems that I ran into was that I was trying to use the web query wizard to import a 

specific table that I wanted, but this was causing problems because regardless of the information 

on the screen it would import the initial query that I recorded.  However, after a lot of time I 

came to the realization that I could work around using the web query wizard, and in so doing, 

make this a dynamic search that downloaded different information based on the inputs into the 

original Excel sheet. 



  

Although more could be done to increase the value of this project, I believe that it will be a great 

help to people like my grandmother who desires to be involved in genealogy work, but has a 

difficult time turning on a computer.  

 


